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About the newsletter 
This newsletter is distributed bimonthly, and 

circulated electronically via email. We aim to include 

exciting and inspiring works that are being done 

nationally in the dairy on-farm NRM area. A copy of 

the newsletter can also be found on the Dairying for 

Tomorrow website 

http://www.dairyingfortomorrow.com.au   

We hope you enjoy it, and feel free to circulate to any 

interested parties. Future contributions are most 

welcome and can be emailed to us - contact details 

at end of the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE: Future Ready 
Dairy Systems 

 

Future Ready Dairy Systems is focusing on capturing on 
farm changes that have occurred in response to climate 
variability – a constant part of farming in the Australian 
landscape.   

The winter period has been quieter for the FRDS project 
as many dairy farmers calve through this time.   

The Future Ready Dairy Systems project is funded by 
Dairy Australia and the Federal Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry’s Climate Change 
Research Program (part of Australia’s Farming Future).   

Further details about local activities are included in this 
newsletter.   

 

Landcare Award for David 

 

David MacAulay was caring for the land long before 
Landcare was thought of.  The Stacey’s Bridge dairy 
farmer fenced off his first patch of remnant vegetation 
more than 40 years ago and has been trying to find a 
balance between productive farming and the 
environment ever since. 
 

The reasons for this commitment to preserving and 
revegetating land is simple – he grew up loving the 
bushland surrounding his family's property, which is 
nestled along the banks of the Albert River, north west 
of Yarram in Gippsland. 

 

“My liking of the bush meant I started thinking that 
some areas of the farm were better off being fenced off 
and preserved rather than being cleared for more farm 
land,” he said. 
 

“I suppose there are some who are more interested in 
the last blade of grass, but I am not so concerned about 
that. I would rather have the satisfaction of seeing 
some vegetation.” 

http://www.dairyingfortomorrow.com.au/
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ABOVE: Dairy farmer David MacAulay was awarded the 
Individual Landcarer award by The Yarram Yarram 

Landcare Network in 2011. 

 
While David can enjoy the personal satisfaction of his 
achievements, his efforts have certainly not ended at 
his farm gate.  The Yarram Yarram Landcare Network 
has awarded David its 2011 Individual Award in 
recognition of decades of efforts for the wider 
community. 
 
Known as a quiet achiever of the group, David was 
evidently chuffed - if a little embarrassed - to receive 
the award, but was too modest to accept the kudos 
all by himself.  “I'm very honoured and humbled, but 
everything I've been awarded for has been done in 
association with other groups or people,” he said, 
 
“I've had the interest and I've gone along and 
participated, but very little has been done on my 
own.” 
 
When not running the farm or helping with Landcare 
projects, David was finding a few hours for one of a 
myriad of community organisations that he has been 
involved with over the years. 
 
In no particular order they include: the Lands 
Department, Soil Conservation Authority, West 
Gippsland CALP, Corner Inlet Waterway Authority, 
Corner Inlet Management Group, Nooramunga 
Corner Inlet Project, South Gippsland Bass 
Implementation Committee, Land and Protection 
Portfolio Group, Gippsland Riparian Project and the 
Yarram Yarram Landcare Network JARR Project.  
 

Walking around the MacAulay property with David, the 
passion that fuels this level of commitment is obvious.  
From the remnant bushland that recently sprung to life 
after fires swept through to the “new” riparian 
plantings that have transformed eroded river banks into 
thriving mini-ecosystems, David is clearly a man taking 
pleasure from his work. 
 

“Even in the early stages of revegetation, it is very 
dramatic and very satisfying to see the rate at which it 
happens,” he said. 
 

David believes the benefits of Landcare work can be 
seen in his dairy farm’s performance, with water quality 
and stock management improving along with the land. 
 

“We have a lot of river frontage so it has made life a lot 
more convenient. We have got rid of all those tangly 
bits of ground where stock would go, particularly if they 
were sick, and they would fall into the river,” he said. 
 
“It's made stock management easier and, I believe, it 
has made water quality better.” 
 

Sue MacAulay has seen her husband coming home after 
dark enough times to know that his passion is built on a 
belief that he is doing the right thing by the farm and 
environment.  “He has always been focused on the 
dairy farm and his broader community activities were 
always focused on agriculture and the environment,” 
she said. 
 

Yarram Yarram Landcare Network co-ordinator Dan 
Garlick said David has been an inspiration and, in the 
words of his nominator, “a shining example to many”. 
The award judges were impressed with not only his 
wider community service to Landcare in the district but 
also his efforts on his own dairying property on the 
Albert River. 
 

His work, long before it was common practice, included 
protecting remnant vegetation, fencing off waterways 
and removing willows, revegetation, sustainable water 
use practices, soil and nutrient retention and 
management. 
 

The judges commented that “David practices what he 
preaches, shares his knowledge, actively contributes to 
environmental improvement and enhancement. His 
winning this award is a worthy acknowledgement of a 
lifetime of effort”. 
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Clearing the Carbon 
Confusion for Farmers in 

SW 
 

South-west Victorian dairy farmers have been told to 
keep their focus on the main game of producing food 
as they come to grips with new carbon legislation. 
 

The farmers were told at a Clearing the Carbon 
Confusion seminar in Warrnambool that they should 
become informed about carbon saving options but 
should not rush into any deals. 
 

A panel of experts told the seminar that farmers 
should only pursue carbon offsets if they complement 
and enhance their core business of producing food 
and fibre. 
 

The audience heard that a carbon policy had been 
brewing for several years and would become a 
reality, but farmers would not be forced to enter in 
the Carbon Farming Initiative. 
 

They were also told that many of the savings needed 
to reduce a farm’s carbon footprint made good 
business sense and would improve production and 
result in cost savings.  
 

About 100 farmers and service providers attended 
the seminar which was presented by the Department 
of Primary Industries, Glenelg Hopkins CMA, 
Heytesbury District Landcare Network, Dairy Australia 
and the Australian Governments Climate Change 
Research Program. 
 

It featured presentations by DPI Climate Extension 
Specialist Graeme Anderson, Glenelg Hopkins CMA 
Regional Landcare Facilitator Bruce Knee and DPI 
Policy Manager David Griffin. 
 

Mr Griffin said that the Federal Coalition was unlikely 
to repeal the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI), but 
reserved the right to amend the legislation. “The 
focus for farmers will be on productivity gains mainly 
through input efficiencies. However, anything that 
detracts from the core business of producing food 
(and fibre) should not be part of your main game,” he 
said. 
 

 
ABOVE:  A large crowd attended to hear some facts around 

the carbon debate 

 
 
The seminar was told that agriculture is exempt from a 
direct carbon tax obligation but could experience 
indirect increases in input prices. 
 

Mr Griffin said the CFI was ambitious but voluntary. 
“Farmers should hasten slowly and adopt a watch and 
wait attitude. There will be costs and potential risks and 
if farmers go into it they should have their eyes open.” 
 

The pathways to achieving offsets were explained, 
including the need for offsets to be underpinned by 
scientific research and the option for aggregators to 
develop the methodology for projects on behalf of 
individual farmers. 
 

Mr Knee explained about the high levels of emissions 
from farms in the form of methane and nitrous oxide 
and said that while it was important for farmers to 
know about the CFI they should approach it with 
caution. “Trust no-one, there will be a lot of sharks out 
there trying to make money out if it,” he warned. 
 

He said farmers could be a project proponent but would 
need to adopt a methodology and be responsible for its 
development. “The other option, which might be best 
for farmers, is to go with an aggregator but be sure you 
know and trust them.” 
 

Farmers were warned that to claim offsets for tree 
planting they would have to lock up land for a century. 
 

Mr Anderson said farmers were anxious about carbon 
legislation. “It has been brewing for a long time. There 
will be uncertainties along the way but it is not going 
away and we have to deal with it.” 
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He said farmers were already active in many of the 
areas that would lead to increased milk production 
per cow and emissions efficiency. These include 
energy efficiency, farm forests, soil carbon, nitrogen 
efficiency and improving livestock and methane 
performance. 
 

“The least profitable farms have the highest 
emissions intensity. There are efficiency drivers that 
make good business sense for farmers and a lot of 
work is already being done in these areas,” he said. 
 

“We are all on the same path of trying to find ways to 
reduce emissions.” 
 

Mr Anderson said farmers “can sleep easy tonight” 
because the CFI is voluntary. “But you should stay 
tuned and stay informed, watch for implications on 
the supply chain and look closely before signing a 
contract for carbon storage.”  
 
 

Bega Cheese improving 
environmental practices 

 

Bega Cheese Limited has been selected as one of 
three finalists in the Peabody Environment and 
Landcare Award through this year’s NSW/ACT 
Regional Achievement and Community Awards. 
  
The Awards Program is presented by PRIME7 and the 
Commonwealth Bank and recognises groups, 
business, individuals and communities who play a 
vital role in enhancing the social, environmental and 
economic prosperity of rural NSW and the ACT.   
 
Bega Cheese Limited are committed to helping local 
dairy farmers to remain sustainable and reduce their 
environmental footprint, and have implemented an 
environmental management system in conjunction 
with Southern Rivers CMA. With over 90% of Bega and 
Eurobodalla dairy farmers involved with the program, 
significant increases in knowledge and skills, correct 
management practices and environmental 
improvements have occurred in the local area. 
 
With a strong emphasis on improving and 
implementing environmental practices on local farms, 
the environmental management system focuses on 
minimising sediment and nutrients from entering local 

waterways, improving biodiversity on farms and reducing 
greenhouse gasses through upgrades to effluent systems, 
re-vegetation, native corridor plantings and dairy shed 
energy use assessments.  
 
Throughout the program, Bega Cheese Limited and its 
farmers have managed and continue to enhance the 
quality of local waterways and implement vegetation 
planting strategies to further reduce the risk of sediment 
entering the waterways in the future, providing a positive 
impact to local biodiversity and therefore continuing to 
have a positive impact on the local community. 
 

The winner of the Peabody Environment and Landcare 
Award will be announced at a Gala Dinner on Saturday 
5th November at the South Tweed Sports Club. The 
winner will be awarded a $5,000 AwardSaver Account 
thanks to the Commonwealth Bank and a hand crafted 
glass trophy. Tickets are on sale now, to book please 
phone 1300 735 445.  
 

The Awards are proudly supported by the Land 
Newspaper, Local Government and Shires Associations 
and Sirromet Wines. 
 
 

More soil tests, more 
often to boost fertiliser 

efficiency 
Agronomists are urging dairy farmers across the state 
to test individual paddocks annually to get the most out 
of their fertiliser applications, following early successful 
outcomes from a DairySA soil management project. 

Forty-two dairy farms spread throughout the Upper 
South East, Fleurieu Peninsula and Barossa/Mid North 
have been involved in the Dairy Soil Nutrients project.  
The project is designed to help farmers identify, map 
and monitor soil acidity and nutrients levels in 
individual paddocks, with the aim to maximise fertiliser 
efficiency and reduce nutrients loads into the 
environment. 

Dairying for Tomorrow Coordinator, Monique White, 
says participant feedback at the midway point of the 
project has been overwhelmingly positive, with many 
farmers adjusting their fertiliser programs almost 
immediately. 
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ABOVE: Daniel Willsmore & Phil Robertson collecting soil 
samples 

 “We know that 96 percent of people involved in the 
project have improved their knowledge of soil fertility 
on their farms, and 90 percent say the soil testing 
they’ve carried out has led them to change their farm 
fertiliser plans—that’s an incredibly positive 
response,” she said.   

Farmer groups have been working closely with local 
agronomists throughout the project to help 
understand the results and adapt their existing 
fertiliser plans, and to build a local knowledge base so 
people outside the project can also benefit from the 
findings. 

“What we’re hearing from the agronomists is that the 
most significant development from the project has 
been the ability to treat paddocks individually to 
correct specific nutritional deficiencies, rather than 
treating the whole farm with a traditional blanket 
fertiliser application.  They’re saying it has changed 
their thinking in terms of what they need to be aware 
of, and what types of fertiliser they’ll be 
recommending to their clients from here on,” 
Monique said.   

Data from soil test results is collated into colour-
coded farm fertility maps highlighting nutrient levels 
and requirements, giving farmers and their advisors 
the knowledge to design a fertiliser plan that matches 
the nutritional needs across the whole farm.   

 “Farmers are telling us that the comprehensive farm 
fertility maps have been a really useful tool that 
makes soil test results real for them—mostly because 
they can distinguish where things are happening 
across the farm at a glance,” she said.  “Mapping such 
as ArcGIS is expensive and more complex to learn, 

but we know that people relate far better to soil testing 
results presented in a map than in a table.  So, we need 
to communicate the value of these maps to other 
agronomists, and provided we identify a simple 
mapping process, this would be very appealing to 
farmers.” 

Monique says farmers are feeling more empowered 
with the knowledge they are acquiring.  “Many farmers 
are excited about the prospect of prioritising and 
targeting their inputs to address less fertile areas and 
reduce fertiliser in areas that are not so deficient.    

“In general, we hope to see dairy farmers working with 
their advisors to conduct more soil testing, more 
often—and testing all their paddocks so they can really 
target their fertiliser to get the most out of it.” 

The Reducing Soil Acidification through Nutrient 
Management in South Australia:  Dairy Soil Nutrients 
project is funded by the Australian Government’s Caring 
for our Country program, Dairy Australia and DairySA. 

 

Future Dairying in Good 
Hands 

Ryan Burrows, age 15, has just the sort of enthusiasm 
the Tasmanian dairy industry needs – and his 
knowledge of the dairy industry has been rewarded 
with a $1,000 gift voucher from Mountain Designs.  
Ryan was the lucky winner of the Future Ready Dairy 
Systems Quiz held at Agfest. 

 

ABOVE: Ryan Burrows at work 
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Ryan is keen to develop his skills in the dairy industry 
and is currently considering share farming options in 
the future. 

Ryan attends Leighlands Christian School and works 
at “Blythe Vale” dairy farm at South Riana in his spare 
time.   

Dairying for Tomorrow Coordinator, Rachel Brown, 
says “It is fantastic that we’ve got people like Ryan 
coming through.  He is enthusiastic about the 
industry and I was really impressed with his 
knowledge of sustainability issues for the dairy 
industry“. 

Ryan has spent his gift voucher on bushwalking gear 
and is looking forward to getting out in the bush this 
summer, in between time on the farm. 

 

Chicory Talk 
Chicory was the word on everyone’s lips at Trafalgar 
in Gippsland during September 2011.  26 people 
came together to discuss chicory as a forage option 
for their dairy farming systems.  Three local farmers 
shared their experiences with growing and managing 
chicory within their farm operations while Neil Lane 
from Intelact Consulting spoke about the latest 
research results with the forage plant. 

With challenges such as cockchafers and longer and 
longer, drier Summers chicory is proving it’s worth.  
While not providing a great feed source through wet 
and cold winter months, the plant comes into its own 
in the Spring and Summer months and after Autumn 
rains.  “Rye grass struggles past temperatures of 27 
degrees, chicory will persist long after rye grass shuts 
down due to heat” said Neil Lane who was involved in 
forage trials in partnership with the Department of 
Primary Industries 3030 project.  Neil pointed out 
other strengths of the forage as resistance to attack 
from pasture pests, high nutritive value and ease of 
establishment.  Challenges of management include 
persistence into the second and third years and 
keeping it in a leafy productive state. 

Neil pointed out that rye grass is still the main stay of 
dairy pastures in southern Australia and well 
managed rye grass pastures are critical.  Chicory is 
one choice of many forage options and has strengths 
and weaknesses which must be explored. 

Willow Grove farmer Andrew Balfour has grown chicory 
for the past 6 years.  He acknowledges it is now a part 
of his farming system with approximately 15% of his 
farm sown to chicory.  He noted that it grows well on 
his sandy soils but does not persist well on wetter river 
flats. 

John Versteden, dairy farmer from Longwarry turned to 
chicory when his rye grass pastures were suffering 
continual and extensive damage from cockchafers.  
John has grown chicory for 2 and a half years now and 
has around 20% of his pastures in a chicory and rye 
grass mix and an additional 12% in pure chicory stands.  
John is extremely happy with the performance of 
chicory on his farm but noted that it did not respond 
well to irrigation with effluent.  “I think the high levels 
of salt might of knocked it” he said. 

Dairy farmer from Buln Buln, Darryl Hammond sowed 
chicory for the first time a year ago and believes it to be 
“an outstanding forage option, very well suited to our 
farm.”  In the past Darryl had planted turnip and millet 
crops but found them difficult due to establishment 
issues and pests.  “It has been fabulous for us, I have 
never seen anything like it” Darryl said, noting that his 
use of chicory had coincided with the best season in 40 
years.  Sown together with red clover, chicory is proving 
a success with cows happy to graze it. 

 

 

ABOVE:  Farmers John Versteden, Darryl Hammond, Andrew 
Balfour, Tyran Jones & Consultant Neil Lane – a great line up 
of speakers at the chicory session held recently at Trafalgar, 

Gippsland. 

The information session was run as part of The Future 
Ready Dairy Systems project.  Chair of the project group 
– dairy farmer Tyran Jones was MC for the session and 
was able to share his own learning’s from growing 
chicory with the very interested audience.   
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Australian Effluent & 
Manure Database - 2

nd
 

Edition 
Dairy Australia is embarking on a review of the 
“Effluent and Manure Management Database for the 
Australian Dairy Industry” culminating in the release 
of a 2nd edition around the middle of 2012. 

The Database was first released in 2008 to: 

 provide a nationally accepted technical resource 
to be used as the basis for extension and education 
programs, 

 document information to support practical design 
of on-farm systems as well as regulation on 
environmental protection and, 

 identify any information gaps that need to be 
addressed by future research projects. 

 
The database was developed with the intent for it to 
be reviewed and up-dated on a regular basis.  

Dairy Australia has requested a technical working 
group (TWG) review and revise the database so that 
it continues to meet the above objectives. The TWG 
comprises Scott McDonald (DPI Vic), Nick Bullock 
(Nick Bullock & Associates NSW), Alan Skerman (QLD 
DEEDI), Sam Taylor (DfT Regional Coordinator 
Western Dairy/AgVivo), Ian McFarland (Rural 
Solutions SA) and David Armstrong (AK Consultants 
TAS). This group is currently generating a list of issues 
to address in the 2nd edition of the Database. 

To ensure that the 2nd edition is a complete and 
relevant technical document supporting the dairy 
industry across all regions, the TWG would appreciate 
any feedback from users. If you have any comments 
on the current edition, or suggestions for a 2nd 
edition, please go to the Dairying for Tomorrow 
webpage and you will find a link to a short survey 
under the Database. 
http://www.dairyingfortomorrow.com/index.php?id=
48 

You will need to have some familiarity with the 
content of the Database to qualify for the survey and 
that the survey will need to be completed by Friday 
4th of November. 

For further information contact Scott Birchall 
DfT Regional Coordinator Murray Dairy 0458 210 604 
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