
Paddock 30 on the MDF has been selected, which is a 
surface irrigation paddock that irrigates evenly and can 
be watered from the reuse system so irrigations can be 
performed exactly when required. A wildeye probe and a 
tensiometer were installed on 1/11/17, one in each bay, 
to measure the soil moisture content, and these probes 
along with calculated ETo, will determine when the bays 
will need to be irrigated. Pre and post dry matter cuts will 
be collected each grazing to compare the performance of 
the bays. 

Anticipated outcomes

Whilst a small demonstration, the anticipated outcome is 
that the project will highlight the benefits of monitoring  
plant water use and using ETo to gauge soil moisture 
and irrigation intervals, as well as reinforcing the 
usefulness of soil moisture probes as additional tools for 
irrigation scheduling. 
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SMARTER IRRIGATION FOR PROFIT

The project is supported by funding from the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and 
Water Resources as part of its Rural Research and Development for Profit Programme, Dairy Australia  
& the State of Victoria’s Department of Economic Development Jobs Transport and Resources

Vic Gippsland

For further information or project progress updates, contact: 
Alexis Killoran, Irrigation Extension Officer  
T (03) 5147 0848  M 0428 387 869 E alexis.c.killoran@ecodev.vic.gov.au

Smarter Irrigation for Profit is a national project that aims to investigate and quantify the expected water, energy, 
and labour savings associated with implementing best practice irrigation. 

Measure to Monitor
The Measure to Monitor project is a side project linked to the Smarter Irrigation Project currently running at the 
Macalister Demonstration Farm (MDF) in the Macalister Irrigation District (MID), Gippsland. 
Measure to monitor will be run at the MDF over the summer season from mid October 2017 to March 2018, 
comparing the difference in dry matter growth under 2 different irrigation intervals. One interval will be chosen 
based on monitoring soil moisture probes and ETo to choose the ‘ideal’ interval, with the other interval four days 
after the ‘ideal’, to show the effects of water stress on pasture. 

The specific aims of the project are to:
• Assess readily available water capacity to correctly

calibrate soil moisture monitoring

• Highlight the approximate ideal irrigation interval for
that soil type

• Highlight need for objective measuring such as
ETo/soil moisture monitoring

• Assess pasture production under the two different
intervals
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