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About the newsletter 
This newsletter is distributed bimonthly, and circulated 

electronically via email. We aim to include exciting and 

inspiring works that are being done nationally in the 

dairy on-farm NRM area. A copy of the newsletter can 

also be found on the Dairying for Tomorrow website 

http://www.dairyingfortomorrow.com.au   

We hope you enjoy it, and feel free to circulate to any 

interested parties. Future contributions are most 

welcome and can be emailed to us- contact details at 

end of the newsletter. 

 
Agriculture & the CPRS 
 
The Australian Government will not make a decision on 

whether to include agriculture in the Carbon Pollution 

Reduction Scheme (CPRS) until 2013. To assist the 

decision making process, the Government is 

committed to a work program of consultation with the 

agricultural industry to determine whether it is 

practical to include agriculture in the CPRS, or whether 

alternative policy measures should be applied.  

 

As part of this consultation process the Government 

have established a Technical Options Development 

Group (TODG) whose role it is to assess the feasibility 

and cost-effectiveness of different greenhouse gas 

mitigation policy options. Dairy Australia has two 

representatives on the TODG (Chris Phillips and Cathy 

http://www.dairyingfortomorrow.com.au
http://www.dairyingfortomorrow.com.au/
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Phelps) and is working closely with the Australian 

Dairy Industry Council (ADIC) to ensure dairy input 

into the TODG reflects ADIC policy positions. 

The proposed CPRS and Agriculture work plan 

consists of three stages: 

Stage 1: Analysis and stakeholder consultation to 

develop frameworks for voluntary reporting under 

the CPRS and possible alternatives to the CPRS � 

2009-2010; 

Stage 2: Voluntary reporting trials � commencing 

2011; 

Stage 3: Decision on mitigation policy options for 

agriculture, 2013. 

For more information about the TODG or alternative 

policy options please contact Cathy Phelps, Dairy 

Australia; 03 96943730. 

 

DairySAT Update 
DairySAT has been reviewed and updated and printed 

copies of the Victorian DairySAT will be available in 

October.  PDF copies are available now for anyone 

wanting to access the updated version.  L-cubed are 

developing an interactive web version which will be 

available in November. For more information contact 

Cathy Phelps at Dairy Australia 03 96943730. 

 
Water, Energy & 
Chemicals Savings in the 
Cow Shed 
Chris & Lynette Vaughan are working towards saving 

water, energy and chemicals in their daily milking 

routine at Yarragon in Gippsland, Victoria.   

Chris & Lynette together with their daughter Alex milk 

300 cows.   The split calving herd calves in April and 

August so the shed operates all year round.   

Always striving to implement best management 

practices on their farm, the Vaughan�s were aware that 

savings of energy, chemicals and water could be 

achieved in the cow shed.   

�The heating of water for washing down plant & 

equipment in the dairy is the greatest energy user in 

the shed� said Chris.   �We use hot water every day of 

the year and wanted to make savings for us and the 

environment� added Lynette. 

Enter the Green Cleaning Project managed by AgVet 

Projects on behalf of GippsDairy.  This project is 

supported by the Victorian Government�s 

Sustainability Fund and the Gardiner Foundation.  It is 

working on the development of environmentally 

sustainable milking machine cleaning systems.  The 

Vaughan�s agreed to have the cleaning system 

prototype installed and trialled at their property. 

 

 
ABOVE: Chris, Lynette & Alex Vaughan with the �Green Cleaning� 
prototype being trialled in their milking shed at Yarragon. 

 

The cleaning system aims to recycle water and 

chemicals and to wash the dairy plant at considerably 
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reduced water temperatures thus resulting in large 

energy savings.  In addition, solar panels were 

installed on the roof of the cow shed to heat water 

and reduce energy costs further. 

Chris was happy to work with the prototype saying �If 

I wasn�t confident this would work for the dairy 

industry I would not have put my hand up to get 

involved.�  The system has not yet been in place for 

long enough to quantify the water, energy and 

chemical savings.  Gabriel Hakim of AgVet Projects 

who designed the prototype says savings of up to 75% 

in water, 50% in energy costs and a 50% reduction in 

the use of chemicals are likely. 

For further information about the Green Cleaning 

Project contact Rob Greenall at AgVet Projects on 

0407 242033 or see Issue 5 of The Dairying for 

Tomorrow Newsletter. 

 

Queensland 

Dairyfarmers� Preparing 
for Climate Change 
The Queensland Dairyfarmers� Organisation (QDO) 
has welcomed funding from the Australian 
Government�s FarmReady initiative to assist dairy 
farms in Queensland to prepare and adapt to climate 
change over the next three years. 

QDO CEO Adrian Peake said the organisation 
welcomes the FarmReady funding announcement of 
$238,350 from the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry, Tony Burke. 

�The project is targeted at assisting producers to 
tackle climate change challenges now and for the 
future utilising the latest research, development and 
extension (RD&E) work,� Mr Peake said. 

�The project will assist producers with identifying, 
understanding and assessing potential risks and 
impacts to their farms from climate change, prioritising 
risks and developing and implementing strategies to 
mitigate risks and lower the greenhouse outputs from 
their farming system,� he said. 

 The project will build on work carried out by Dairy 
Australia�s national project, Cool Cows, through the 
delivery of additional Cool Cows workshops tailored to 
local priority needs. 

�Another key focus of this project is improving feed 
conversion efficiency which will derive reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions, in addition to deriving 
improved feed system resource use efficiency,� Mr 
Peake said. 

For more information, phone Adrian Peake on 07 3236 
2955 

 

Effluent Management  
Nine examples of effluent management on South 

Australian dairy farms are show cased on the Dairying 

for Tomorrow website.  The case studies provide 

photographs and details about different approaches to 

effluent management, follow this link to view the case 

studies; 

http://www.dairyingfortomorrow.com/index.php?id=52 

 

Westernport GIPRIP  

River Walk 
Len Pratt�s great-grandfather was killed by a falling 

branch, which may explain why tree planting was never 

a priority on his family�s Torwood dairy farm in Victoria. 

A grant from Melbourne Water to help fence off and 

revegetate a section of creek flowing through the 

http://www.dairyingfortomorrow.com/index.php?id=52
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property has changed all that.  The results were so 

encouraging that Len, his wife Pam, continued 

fencing off and revegetating the entire creek, 

planting more than 6000 trees in the process.  

Another plantation is planned for autumn next year.  

�I�m no greenie, but I know we�ve done the right 

thing,� Len told participants at a river walk held at the 

couple�s farm.  Around one hundred people attended 

the walk organized as part of the Western Port GipRip 

Project.  The Project has been encouraging land 

owners to fence off and revegetate their waterways 

with the ultimate goal of improving water quality in 

the Western Port catchment. Farmers like Len, 

however, are finding that many of the benefits are 

flowing closer to home. 

The revegetation is providing shelter from the wind, 

and is starting to provide some shade.  �On a stinking 

hot day, I know where the herd would prefer to be,� 

he said, pointing to a protected corner of the paddock 

surrounded by thick vegetation. 

It�s also helped with stock and paddock management.  

�Some of the banks were really rough, and we�d lose 

cows in the creek.  That�s not a problem anymore. We 

also cut out two of our crossings, so we only have 

three to worry about now.� 

But it�s the aesthetic improvement, and the impact 

that the trees have had on their family, that at this 

stage of their lives mean the most to both Len and 

Pam.  �We�ve got four kids, ten grandchildren and one 

great-granddaughter,� explained Len. �We�re so 

proud of what we�ve all achieved here.  We�ve turned 

it into a beautiful place that all the kids want to be 

part of.�   

Beginning at a section of the creek that has only 

recently been planted, and progressing through to 

more established areas, the river walk demonstrated 

the amazing results that have been achieved in less 

than four years. It also gave participants the 

opportunity to obtain � and share - some practical 

advice about fencing, planting and management of the 

creek area. 

River walk organiser, Jenny O�Sullivan emphasized the 

evolving nature of waterway management.  �We�re 

learning and improving as we�re going,� she said. 

�Today�s best practice is likely to vary from that 

recommended in ten years time.�   

This view was reinforced by two of the speakers at the 

River Walk, Professor Paul Boon from Victoria 

University and Jan Smith from Melbourne Water.   

While Jan acknowledged that urban land accounts for 

most of the pollutants in our water supply, she urged 

farmers to adopt current best management practices, 

like fencing off and revegetating riparian areas, to 

achieve an overall improvement in water quality.   

Both Melbourne Water and GippsDairy offer programs 

for farmers wanting to improve their waterway 

management; Melbourne Water can also fund projects 

to rehabilitate waterways. For details, contact Gavin 

Brock on 5997 1717 or 

Gavin.Brock@melbournewater.com.au, For more 

information about the Western Port GipRip Project, 

contact Jenny O�Sullivan on 5663 2386 or 

osulliva@dcsi.net.au. 

 

Focus Farm Project 
Stimulates On Farm 
Savings 
 
WestVic Dairy is helping local farmers save money 

using industry best practice advice from a Focus Farm 

Project.  The WestVic Dairy initiative involves a group 

of around 12 dairy farmers who come together ten 

times over three years to network and learn about 

improving natural resource management (NRM).   

mailto:Gavin.Brock@melbournewater.com.au
mailto:Gavin.Brock@melbournewater.com.au
mailto:osulliva@dcsi.net.au
mailto:osulliva@dcsi.net.au
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Most meetings begin with a presentation from an 

industry specialist on a wealth of topics, from 

improved effluent and nutrient management, farm 

trees and shelterbelts to controlling land degradation.  

The second part of the meeting involves a visit to a 

farm, to view the benefits of implementing NRM 

activities first hand. 

 

One of the key benefits of the program is learning 

how good NRM practices can save money on farm. 

After listening to farm consultant and soil nutrient 

specialist Andrew Spiers in April, Bessiebelle dairy 

farmer Will McDonald was able to implement 

changes to annual fertiliser applications on his farm.  

�After implementing the changes, we�re forecasting a 

saving of $26,000 over the next year� Will said.  �It�s 

great to gain so much knowledge from attending a 

few meetings and farm visits.  I really recommend 

getting involved with the project to any dairy farmer 

who has the opportunity� he added. 

 

WestVic Dairy NRM Focus Farm Facilitator Jeff Lawes 

said that a highlight of the project is the transfer of 

knowledge in a practical way, so that farmers can 

integrate industry best practice strategies into their 

NRM plans.  

 

The Focus Farm project aims to improve the 

sustainability and profitability of farming systems.  

The original project commenced in 2006 with six 

groups across South West Victoria.   After the success 

of these initial groups, a further six groups were 

established in 2007 and again in 2009. 

 

Those interested in gaining more information about 

the Focus Farm project should contact WestVic Dairy 

on 03 5592 2477. 

 

Efficient Water, Energy 
and Nutrient Use on NSW 
Dairy Farms 
The efficient use of resources on dairy farms is the goal 

of a new project underway across the Mid North Coast 

of NSW. The $700,000 EWEN project will run for two 

years and is looking at efficient ways of using energy, 

water and nutrients on local dairy farms. 

The project is funded through the Federal 

Government�s Caring for our Country Natural Resource 

Management (NRM) program. EWEN is an initiative of 

the Mid Coast Dairy Advancement Group (DAGs) which 

supports more that 155 dairy farms in the region. 

The project commenced in late 2008.  Audits of water 

and energy use are being carried out on dairy farms 

across the region. The utilisation of these resources will 

be analysed and benchmark levels assessed. Work on 

efficient nutrient use will commence shortly, following 

the completion of a pilot soil mapping project, also 

conducted by DAGs.   

Nick Bullock, technical specialist for the EWEN project, 

said �Although farmers have a reasonable handle on 

their water and energy consumption, it isn�t until we do 

a thorough audit that the real figures come to light.� 

 �Every farm is unique�, Mr Bullock explained. �We 

need to give farmers the tools so they can work out the 

best options for efficient water and energy use on their 

own farms. We�re currently setting up trials of new 

technologies on several dairy farms that should make 

significant water and energy savings.� 

Partner organisations include the Mid Coast Water, 

NSW DPI, Hunter-Central Rivers CMA, Greater Taree 

City Council, Port Macquarie Hastings Council and 

Dairy Farmers Cooperative. 

 �The EWEN project is a win for everyone,� Ray 

Johnston, dairy officer with NSW DPI, said. �After all, 
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optimising energy, water and nutrient use is good for 

the environment and saves farmers money.� 

For more information phone Ray Johnston  Ph. 02 

65527299 

 

 

Focus: Duck River 

Catchment, Tasmania 
The Australian Government�s Caring for our Country 

initiative has funded a project to assist Tasmanian 

farmers with on-farm nutrient mapping.   

Tasmanian Institute of Agricultural Research (TIAR) in 

conjunction with DairyTas is delivering the project 

with dairy farmers in the Duck River catchment. 

DairySAT has allowed farmers to assess their 

personal management practices and any which they 

wish to improve are recorded in an Action Plan for 

future guidance. The use of DairySAT has highlighted 

the risk for potential losses (effluent, chemicals, 

nutrients) into waterways due to abundance of hump 

and hollow drainage and laneways often next to 

ditches or drains.  

Farm specific nutrient budgets are being generated 

taking into account exports and imports of 

phosphorous, sulphur and potassium determine 

potential fertiliser savings.  Nutrient maps will 

identify nutrient hot spots and deficiencies so that 

application of fertiliser is better targeted and the risk 

of nutrient losses to waterways is minimised. 

For further information about this project contact 

Rosemary James on 03 6430 4922 or email 

Rosemary.James@utas.edu.au 

 

Dairying for Tomorrow � 

Gippsland 
Gillian Hayman is the new Dairying for Tomorrow 

contact in Gippsland.  Gillian has worked in the fields of 

natural resource management and agricultural 

extension for fifteen years.  She is partner in a dairy 

farming business at Fish Creek in South Gippsland.  

Gillian holds a Bachelor of Applied Science 

(Environmental Science) and Graduate Diplomas in 

Land Rehabilitation and Education.  Gillian looks 

forward to strengthening her links in the Gippsland 

dairy industry and contributing to sustainable 

agriculture in the region.  Gillian can be contacted on 03 

56832663, 0428345493 or ghayman@dcsi.net.au. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 24th November 2009 Farm Revegetation Field 

Day Mt Gambier South Australia.  
The day will cover a variety of local revegetation 

projects including one of the first trees under pivot 

projects for South Australia. For further information 

contact Janice Perry 0400 278 498. 

 

 20th October 2009 Service Provider�s Information 

Session. Mt Gambier South Australia.  

Show casing Dairy SA�s Water Use Efficiency Tool.   

For further information contact Kylie Boston 0407 231 

547 or email kylie@horizonfarming.com.au 

 

 

mailto:Rosemary.James@utas.edu.au
mailto:Rosemary.James@utas.edu.au
mailto:ghayman@dcsi.net.au
mailto:ghayman@dcsi.net.au
mailto:kylie@horizonfarming.com.au
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