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Irrigation startup timing




Getting start-up time right!

 Modelling the effect of delaying irrigation start
— Delaying irrigation start-up by 7, 14, 21 and 28 days
— Effect on pasture growth rates and pasture utilisation
— Repeated for a number of seasons

— Determined the relationship between start-up delay and loss
in pasture utilisation
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Getting start-up time right!
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—— Non-limited water —#— 7 days 14 days 21 days —*— 28 days




Getting start-up time right !
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Getting start-up time right!

e For everyday delay in irrigation start-up results in a potential
105kg DM/ha reduction in pasture utilisation.

— Assuming an irrigated area of 50ha.

— 1 day delay in start-up results in a reduction of >5t DM utilisation across
the farm.

— 5t DM equals 5000 Litre milk=5$1,700
* For afive day delay in irrigation start-up = $8,500
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Tunbridge site




Pivot details

Pivot length 453 meters

Area irrigated — 64.4 Ha
Application rate 59.66 L/s
Sprinkler package 8mm
Average application 14.02 mm
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Field

Sites  Runoff %
Span 2 23.1%
Span 3 35.8%
Span5 24.9%
Span 7 41.5%
Span 8 40.3%
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Thank You!!






